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When Hard Work Isn't Enough...

Nearly 70 percent of adults who are poor, unemployed or welfare recipients have

limited literacy sKkills.

Less than half of the students who graduate from the nation’s high schools are
adequately prepared to attend college. The numbers are much worse for blacks and

Hispanics.

In Philadelphia:
— More than 34 percent of adults lack a high school diploma.
— One in five first-time 9th graders drops out of the Philadelphia public school

system within four years.

While the majority of Philadelphia public schools showed improvement on recent
statewide tests [PSSA], “the reality is we still have a majority of our kids perform-
ing below basic [proficiency] and two-thirds of our kids are below national
norms,” says Paul Vallas, CEO, School District of Philadelphia.

GPUAC Creates Opportunity

Created by veteran educator Marciene S. Mattleman, ASAP (After School Activities
Partnerships) has served more than 1,700 Philadelphia students in 83 after school
and summer recreation programs. ASAP also publishes a comprehensive directory of

after school recreation activities taking place throughout the city.

More than 800 parents have taken advantage of the Black Alliance for Educational
Options, Philadelphia Chapter (BAEO)’s “Parents with POWER!” sessions.
Workshop topics include Strong Fathers, Strong Schools, Building & Strengthening

Your School’s Parent Organization, and Educational Options.

GPUAC’s Education Children and Youth Committee released its new Directory of
Philadelphia Charter Schools, 2003—2004, available in hard copy and on-line,
www.gpuac.org. The Committee is also involved in parent engagement and early

childhood learning projects.

PHILADELPHIA READS recruits, trains and places nearly 3,000 volunteers each year
from businesses and professional organizations, matching them with thousands of
public school students who now receive one-on-one literacy coaching. PHILADEL-
PHIA READS has also collected and distributed more than 100,000 new and gently

used books.

Through Project REACH, more than 200 youths annually participate in programs to
identify their academic shortcomings and improve their grades in English, math and
science. Services are offered to at-risk middle and high school students who live or
attend school in North Philadelphia.

Teenshop, founded and led by CBS-3 reporter Elleanor Jean Hendley, holds weekend
youth development workshops for girls, ages 13 to18. Workshops include Money Matters,

Social Graces, and Health and Fitness. Four chapters are located in Philadelphia.
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Puerto Rican student
population. Pedro
received his early school-
ing in an English-only
environment on a U.S.
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Despite his demanding
schedule as an estate
planning attorney for one
of the region’s largest
financial institutions,
Pedro treasures the
weekly student sessions
and is particularly proud
of the progress made by
his reading buddy Yamayra
Melendez (pictured below,
left), who has grown from
a shy, reluctant classroom
participant to an avid
reader of children’s fiction
during their two-year
relationship. Her promo-
tion to the third grade,
enthusiasm and improved
test scores are a shining
example of how all chil-

dren can succeed.
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